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REF: STATE 65276 

1 . AS ADDRESSEES ARE AWARE, IN RECENT WEEKS THE EC HAS 
BEQUN STUDY OF GREEK-TURKISH DISPUTE IN THE AEGEAN AND 
THE IMPACT OF THIS DISPUTE ON THE CYPRUS PROBLEM. THE 
BRITISH PRESIDENCY WILL CIRCULATE A FACTUAL ANALYSIS OF 
THE AEGEAN SITUATION WHICH WILL PROVIDE THE BASIS FOR THE 
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NEXT MEDITERRANEAN EXPERTS' DISCUSSION OF THIS SUBJECT 
JUNE 10. THE BRITISH PAPER WILL SIMPLY INDICATE THE 
VARIOUS INTERNATIONAL INSTRUMENTS, TREATIES AND ARRANGE- 
MENTS WHICH ARE RELEVANT IN THIS DISPUTE AND SUMMARIZE 
THE CURRENT GREEK AND TURKISH POSITIONS ON THE MATTER. 

THERE WILL BE NO ATTEMPT TO REACH CONCLUSIONS OR MAKE 
POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS. 

2. ALTHOUGH WASHINGTON ASKED FOR COMMUNITY VIEWS IN 
LATE MARCH (REFTEL) ON HOW THE AEGEAN DISPUTE MIGHT BE 
AMELIORATED AND WHAT ROLE THE NINE MIGHT PLAY, IT IS OUR 
DISTINCT IMPRESSION THAT SUCH AN EC REACTION WILL BE A 
LONG TIME COMING AND NEARLY EMPTY WHEN IT ARRIVES. ALL 
WILL REMEMBER HOW LONG IT TOOK THE NINE TO REACH ANY- 
THING CLOSE TO A CONSENSUS ON THE CYPRUS ISSUE ITSELF. 

IN MANY RESPECTS, THE AEGEAN IS AN EVEN MORE DIFFICULT 
MATTER FOR THE MEMBERS OF THE EC. THIS IS BECAUSE THE 
ISSUES OF CONTINENTAL SHELF AND TERRITORIAL WATERS WHICH 
ARE SO CENTRAL IN THE GREECE-TURKEY DISPUTE ARE ALSO 
SUBJECTS OF DISAGREEMENT BOTH BY INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS OF 
THE NINE WITH ONE ANOTHER AND WITH OUTSIDE COUNTRIES. 

THE BRITISH AND THE FRENCH NOW HAVE SUCH A DISPUTE UNDER 
LITIGATION AND WE UNDERSTAND FROM THE FCO THERE IS A 
SIMILAR DISAGREEMENT BETWEEN THE FRG AND GDR. THUS, IT 
WILL BE EXCEEDINGLY DIFFICULT FOR THE EC TO REACH A 
COMMON APPROACH TO THE AEGEAN WHICH WILL NOT HAVE 
AWKWARD OR UNACCEPTABLY COMPROMISING IMPLICATIONS FOR THE 
NATIONAL INTERESTS OF CERTAIN OF ITS MEMBERS. 
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3. THIS IS NOT TO SUGGEST THAT WE SHOULD NOT CONTINUE 
TO ASK THE EC TO CONSIDER WAYS THE LEVEL OF TENSION 
MIGHT BE REDUCED IN THE AEGEAN. NOR SHOULD WE IGNORE A 
POSSIBLE ROLE FOR THE NINE AT SOME POINT IN GENERALLY 
COUNSELING MODERATION ON THE PART OF THE GREEKS AND 
TURKS. BUT WE BELIEVE THAT ANY MORE SPECIFIC ROLE FOR 
THE COMMUNITY ON THIS ISSUE IS PROBABLY NOT IN THE CARDS 
ANY TIME SOON. 
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